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District Directors
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Another busy month has passed. We installed John
and Judy Metts as Chapter Directors for Chapter R. They
were also presented with their Rider Ed Level IV as well
as Chapter COY. They seem to be off to a strong start
with somewhere around 56 in attendance from throughout
the District. Chris and I would like to thank all the people
who came to support John and Judy in their new
assignment. His meant a lot to them.
Chapter C had a CPR refresher class in Clovis to
kick off spring and getting ready to ride for the summer.
Speaking of riding, we had a group of 88 riders from all
over the eastern US arrive in Moriarty, NM for the 40 to
Phoenix ride. A very special thanks to the Moriarty city folks, local police department
and all the volunteers from Chapter F & W who helped make this years 40 to Phoenix
visit to New Mexico very memorable to the riders.
Have you registered for our New Mexico Rally September 25-27, in Carlsbad
yet? If not you can fill out the registration form at the end of this newsletter or go to our
website at http://gwrra-nm.org/Convention-Registration and register using PayPal. One
new item this year is an hour long boat ride up the Pecos River. You don’t want to miss
this event. While you’re at the NM District Web page look around and catch up on
what’s happening in the District. We do our best to keep it updated for our Members.
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Assistant District Directors
Dave & Lisa Bachman

Sometimes you just gotta suck it up and ride.
It was a dark and stormy night… Actually, it was early
morning, before the sun came up and cold. On 1 March,
2014 three hearty souls gathered at the Smith’s parking lot
for what was to be a glorious ride to idyllic Carlsbad for the
installation of John and Judy Metts as the Chapter R
Directors. Along the way the temperatures slowly rose with
the sun and we encountered some other riders from the
Albuquerque area. We all arrived in Carlsbad, albeit at
different times for our respective groups, in time to shake
babies and kiss hands and tell tales of the days ride.
A fabulous lunch was prepared and we all partook. Once the meal was over we
watched as John and Judy were installed into their offices and then the party started.
Judy had handed out Mardi Gras beads with medallions and then started throwing out
more to the crowd. There was even a Rubber Chicken or two tossed around the room.
Someone was even choking one of the chickens.
After the gathering most of the people made their way back home. Rick Perea rode his
bike home that day and called upon his safe arrival home and relayed his tale of rain
and wind. Lisa and I stayed the night with the Metts’ and enjoyed the visit immensely.
Great people and great hosts. So here’s where the story gets interesting. After
spending the night we shared breakfast and more fellowship. We watched the weather
and decided to make a run for it. As we approached Roswell from the south, we began
to see a shift in the weather. The sky darkened, the wind began to blow and the rain
started to fall. We got gas and championed on. Leaving Roswell and heading north
things only got more interesting. The 90 mile ride to Vaughn would take more than 2 ½
hours. The farther north we went the darker the sky, the thicker the fog and the colder
the wind became. The rain turned to snow, which turned to hail, then thankfully back to
rain and snow. Visibility was a few hundred feet and by now the fog was freezing to our
windshields, yes windshields plural, as many of you know Lisa rides her own bike. I
was leading at the time with flashers on and growing more concerned with the
conditions. Fortunately the roads looked fairly dry, until, we were about 30 miles south
of Vaughn and the weather turned hard. Snow, more freezing fog, cold and zero
visibility tightened my stomach a little, when I could, I found a safe spot to pull over and
informed Lisa I didn’t think it was safe to proceed and we were going to turn around.
“THE HELL WE ARE, I JUST RODE 100 MILES THROUGH THAT CRAP AND I AIN’T
GOING BACK, WE GOT 30 MILES TO VAUGHN AND WE’RE GOING”. Well now, if
that’s how you’re gonna be then let’s do this. If you ain’t scared, neither am I.
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So ultimately it was safe enough to travel and we SUCKED IT UP AND RODE. You
know what, if it was sunny and 80 degrees, what kind of story would that make.

Rider Education
Jerry & Becky Stillwagon

It’s been a pretty uneventful winter here
in the Land of Enchantment. We
haven’t had month after month of snow
like some people in the country, haven’t
seen weeks of extreme cold and ice,
and don’t expect spring floods. But with
all the winter weather we have
managed to avoid, we know that spring
will be literally “blowing” its way in to us
soon. Spring winds are just around the
corner, so we need to be properly prepared for spring time riding. Be sure you leave
home with the proper riding gear because even on a short ride you can be faced with
sudden altitude changes and unexpected temperature fluctuations. Besides the cold
temperatures and wind chill factor the wind can blow debris onto the road and affect
the way your bike handles. Wind chill is the perceived decrease in air temperature felt
by the body on the skin due to the flow of air.1 So, with the temperate at 50 degrees
and your speed as low as 45 mph, the temperature can feel like it’s a very cold 25
degrees. The bottom line is, as always, be prepared for the unexpected.
We’re happy to announce that the New Mexico District has two new Trike Rider
Course (TRC) instructors – Gary Longhurst and Duane Morrison.
Duane has lived in Albuquerque all his life. His dad worked at Sandia Labs. As a boy
he shared a little dirt bike with his 3 brothers and a sister. About 2 decades ago Duane
picked up riding street bikes and found riding to be his “zen”. Nothing like riding to
clear out the cob webs of daily life. He rode with an awesome group of folks for about
12 years and found that he wanted to extend his riding experience. Since he became
a part of GWRRA, he has learned much and grown more as a rider. He looks forward
to being an instructor and passing on a part of the tremendous wealth of knowledge
and growth that is available as a GWRRA “Fun, Safety and Knowledge” member!
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National Weather Service Web Site
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Gary Longhurst is originally from Manchester, England. Would have sworn that was an
Alabama Accent that we detected. Gary has had many professions including as a
soldier in the British Army where he trained as a mechanic. After leaving the military
he worked as a mechanic repairing buses and coaches, spent several years as a truck
driver, ran a driving agency and finally, just over 20 years ago, went back to University
and trained to become a computer engineer. Gary currently has a GL1500 trike and
he says that while taking his first TRC course he remembers thinking he would love to
be able to be an instructor. Although he has no teaching background and the thought
of getting in front of a group of people was quite daunting, he figured since he was
here now he did not want to waste the opportunity. Fast forwarding a few months and
finds Gary in Tucson, AZ taking the 6 day GWRRA Rider Course Instructor
Certification Program for the TRC along with Duane Morrison. At the end of the course
Duane and Gary taught two TRC courses. After being informed they had passed the
course and were now official instructors they were told “Now go and have some fun
with it”. That is exactly what they plan to do.
The Rider Levels challenge is off to a very slow start. The New Mexico District has
seen only 11 new Level I members. Chapter “W” has 4 new Level I’s followed, by
Chapters “F” with 3 and Chapter “C” and Chapter “R” with 2 each. I’m sure your
Chapter could think of many ways to use the $150.00 towards a special event
supporting its members. Support your chapter in the levels program and the prize
could be yours.
The New Mexico District has two rider courses scheduled for the Albuquerque Area.
The Advanced Riders Course will be May 2nd & 3rd and the TRC will be held on May
16th & 17th. We have also scheduled a First Aid/CPR class in the Roswell area on April
12. Check the New Mexico District web site for registration (www.gwrra-nm.org).
Ride often and ride safe.
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Leadership Training
Harry & Amy Jenkins

Leadership Training Program or LTP for short
May 2013 Region “F”un Convention, St
George Utah
Region Director Anita Alkire (now Deputy
Director of GWRRA) put forth a challenge to
all the Districts in the Region to train all 6
Programs in Leadership Training (yes all 47 classes) by the May 2014 Region “F”un
Convention. My District Director, Keith Morrison, looked at me and said “let’s do it”. I
said “OK”.
As of Saturday 3/15/2014, 8 members of New Mexico District have completed all 6
LTP programs:
Membership Orientation Program
Life Skills Program
Chapter Life Program
Chapter Leadership Skills
Intermediate Leadership Skills
Advanced Leadership Skills
This took 8-9 hours on 6 Saturdays to complete so I would like to congratulate all 8
members for sticking it out.
From left to right front row: Robynn
French: Past Chapter W CD, Janet
Longhurst: Chapter F MEC, Lisa
Bachman: Chapter W CD & Assistant
DD, Annette Perry: Chapter W MEC,
Barbara Cok: Assistant District MEC
Back Row: Ralph French: Past Chapter
W CD, Harry Jenkins: Chapter W Rider
Ed, District Trainer, and Assistant
Region Trainer, Chris Perry: Chapter W
Webmaster
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Membership
Enhancement
Joe & Nancy Opuszenski

CHAPTER FUN IN THE DISTRICT

FUN was had by all at Chapter W’s March 16th Sunday gathering! Seeing that March
is a time to celebrate St. Patrick’s Day (the 17th) Chapter CDs Dave and Lisa Bachman
and new ACD, Tom Brewer, came dressed in green with appropriate shamrocks.
Chapter Ride Coordinator, Gary
Longhurst, recently completed the
trike rider’s instructor course. In
appreciation for a job well done
Dave presented Gary with a trophy
to recognize Gary’s significant
acheivement. Below is a photo of
Gary with his “impressive” trophy.
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That was not all. In early March Chapter W recovered its mascot “Wacky” after
spending several months in the custody of Chapter R in Roswell. Max Stefon, Chapter
IOY, shows a
before and afterWacky. No doubt Wacky
suffered greatly at the hands of the R
folks. This dastardly “R” act no doubt
created bad feelings with the W members
and will no doubt result in retalition by W
should it ever abscound with R’s “ET”.

CHAPTER W AWARDED DISTRICT CHAPTER OF THE YEAR (CHOY)
It is with great pleasure that the District awards the 2013
Chapter of the Year honor to Chapter W. The Chapter of
the Year Program was created and designed in 2007 to
stimulate Chapters to strive for excellence within their
respective District and Region. Secondly, it is to find and
recognize the best of the best Chapters within GWRRA.
Chapters that enter into the CHOY Program and are not
selected as the District, Region or GWRRA International
Chapter of the Year, will be a stronger, healthier Chapter
for their efforts.
Chapter W’s CHOY packet has been forwarded to Region
F. There the Chapter will compete against the various
Region District CHOYs. The Region F CHOY awardee will
be announced at the upcoming Region Convention in St.
George, UT

GOOD LUCK CHAPTER W!
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SHOO-FLY PIE AND MORE
Here is a way to add to your chapter’s fun
factor.
Several months ago Nancy and I attended a TXA1 gathering. I thought the Chapter’s method of
generating funds and getting the Chapter ladies
involved in a Chapter activity was a great idea.
One can only see the cookies in this photo but
there are pound cakes and more further back.
For our smaller and more isolated chapters this
is an easy, inexpensive, and fun way to provide
some chapter door prizes. Additionally, it allows
our more proficient bakers a chance to show off
their baking skills. Personally, I (Joe) like to buy
those Pillsbury pound cakes that sell for a couple
bucks and take 40 minutes to bake. My kind of
easy. ☺
At this month’s Chapter F gathering I was
very surprised to see three pies laid out.
They were baked by Pauline Baker, a long
time Chapter member.
Since I didn’t
recognize what type of pie they were I
asked Pauline. Below is a SHOO-FLY PIE.
I told Pauline that was a term I hadn’t heard
in probably 55 or so years, from the days of
Burl Ives. Shoo-fly pie is a Pennsylvania
Dutch pie and its main ingredient is
molasses.
The pie may get its name
because the sweet molasses odor attracts
flies that must be "shooed" away. Now,
betcha didn’t know that. ☺
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Assistant Membership
Enhancement
Dan and Barb Cok

Gold Wing University –
University Trainers
By Barbara J. Cok, Assistant District MEC
At the March Chapter W meeting, Joe and Nancy O.,
presented Harry Jenkins and myself, each with a Certificate
of Completion, having completed all the required elements
to be duly appointed as University Trainers in the Gold Wing
Road Riders Association, Membership Enhancement
Program.
Prior to this, we were both certified as University Trainers in
the Leadership Training Program and the Rider Education
Program.

The University concept was developed in response to observations that the three
programs, Leadership Training, Membership Enhancement and Rider Education had
differing processes and policies regarding training, delivery, curriculum and oversight.
The development of the GW University is a concerted effort to provide ongoing
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professionalism in training delivery, continuity in seminar development, consistency in
format for seminars and instructor materials, and a central repository for training
materials that is readily available to University Trainers through the Association.

Previously, Leadership Training, Membership Enhancement, Rider Education, and
Operations were called Divisions. The word, by definition, creates a silo or vertical
organization with little or no communication between the divisions. Changing the
designation to Program implies that each unit is part of a larger whole rather than a
standalone function.
The Gold Wing University creates an umbrella over all the different Programs and
curriculums within the GWRRA. These include 18 classes in the Rider Education
Program, 47 classes in the Leadership Training Program and 10 classes in the
Membership Enhancement Program. The seminars within the Gold Wing University
are available to the members at Chapter Gatherings, Conventions or any GWRRA
sponsored event and taught by a certified University Trainer.
Harry Jenkins, as District Trainer, has been instrumental in setting up training days for
members to attend RE, LTP and MEC courses. We have several seminar presenters
within the New Mexico District at different levels within the GW University. We do not
have any Master Instructors in New Mexico.
Here is a list of your New Mexico District GW University Instructors:
One Senior Instructor:
Assistant Region/NM District Trainer Harry Jenkins
Soon to be Senior Instructors:
NM District Directors Doug and Chris Pettigrew
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Soon to be Senior Instructors (cont):
NM Assistant District MEC Barbara Cok
NM District Rider ED Jerry and Becky Stillwagon
Ralph & Robynn French
Assistant Region Directors Keith and Teresa Morrison
Other Presenters:
Chapter F Rider ED Bill Lindquist
Brian and Michele Leist
Gail Reynolds
Jimm White
Russ Shupe
Presenters that do not fall under the GW University are:
ARC/TRC Rick Howell
ARC Greg Phillips
TRC Gary Longhurst
TRC Duane Morrison
Thank you to all of the New Mexico District Instructors/Presenters for the time and
effort you devote to furthering the education of the New Mexico District GWRRA
members.
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LISTED BELOW ARE ALL THE CHAPTER GATHERING LOCATIONS AND TIMES

“A1”

El Paso
2nd Saturday
Rudy's Country Store and BBQ
6401 S Desert Blvd
El Paso, TX

11:30am eat

“C”

“D”

Farmington
Golden Corral
1715 East Main St
Farmington, NM

9:00am

“F” Albuquerque
1st Saturday 7:30am Eat
Golden Corral
8:30am Meet
2701 Coors Blvd, NW
Albuquerque, NM

“R”

Roswell
1st Saturday
Feb 1, May 3, Aug 2, Nov 1
Los Cerritos Restaurant
2103 N. Main St
Roswell, NM

Noon

“W”

2nd Saturday

Clovis
1st Saturday
K-BOB'S Roadhouse & Grill
1600 Mabry Dr.
Clovis, NM

6:30pm

Albuquerque 3rd Sunday 7:30am Eat
Golden Corral
8:10am Meet
10415 Central Ave, NE
Albuquerque, NM

Carlsbad
Mar 1, Jun 7, Sept 6, Dec 6
Best Western Steven’s Inn
1829 S Canal
Carlsbad, NM
Hobbs
Jan 4, Apr 5, Jul 5, Oct 4
Rancher Steakhouse
2022 N Turner
Hobbs, NM
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Your Team - Proud to Serve
GWRRA Director
Ray and Sandy Garris
raygarris@gmail.com

Region F Directors
Randal and Janet Drake
hookdondiz@aol.com

GWRRA Deputy Director
Anita and JR Alkire
jralkire@cox.net

ASSISTANT Region F Directors
Keith and Teresa Morrison
morrison-gwrra@comcast.net

NM District Directors
Doug & Chris Pettigrew
chrisndougwrra@yahoo.com

District Membership
Enhancement
Joe & Nancy Opuszenski
joeopus@earthlink.net

Chapter C, Clovis
Phil & MaryLou Johnston
pljohnston@suddenlink.net

Assistant District Directors
Dave & Lisa Bachman
kenbarbieride@hotmail.com

District Trainer
Harry & Amy Jenkins
hwjenkins2@comcast.net

Chapter D, Farmington
Roy & Lil Davis
roy_lil_davis@yahoo.com

District Educator
Jerry & Becky Stillwagon
jwagon1@msn.com

District IOY
Harry Jenkins
hwjenkins2@comcast.net

Chapter F, Albuquerque
Russ (CB) Hall & Susan
Maclellan
hallnmacgwrra@yahoo.com

District Motor Awareness
Gene & Jeanie Wagner
wildone2@mac.com

District Goodie Store
Doug & Chris Pettigrew
chrisndougwrra@yahoo.com

Chapter R, Southeast NM
John & Judy Metts
jcmetts@pvtn.net

District MFA Coordinator
Gail Reynolds
msdaisymae1943@aol.com

District Webmaster
Tom Evans
Evans@att.net

Chapter W, Albuquerque
Dave & Lisa Bachman
kenbarbieride@hotmail.com

District Treasurer
Jeanie Wagner
wildone2@me.com

District Newsletter
Mark Davis
madavis@nuail.com

Chapter A1, El Paso
Tom & Lisa Evans
Evans@att.net

17

