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District Directors
Doug & Chris Pettigrew

Celebrating America’s Heroes!
GWRRA Region “F”un Convention
May 23-25, 2014
Dixie Center in St. George, UT
Have you registered yet for the Region Rally? If you’re
planning on going, let’s get registered. If you're still thinking about going, why not? If you're not going, how come?
Time is getting short. Make those reservations and get
registered. You're going to miss out on a good time, good
fellowship and great riding.

Everything you need to make your decision is here in this article. Just click on
any of the links. Our own Accessory Pit
will be one of many vendors you'll have
the chance to check out. You can have a
look at the schedule of events here. There
will be Chapter Mascot Contest, Jenga
Tournament, People Crazy Games, and a
drawing for a handmade Quilt. You can
even earn a LTP training bar. If you'd like
an entire recap all on one page you can
go here.

St. George is a beautiful place
to ride!
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Assistant District Directors
Dave & Lisa Bachman

RIDING DUECE
Well hell, another month has come and gone and so has
more of my hair. When was the last time you took some time
out of your busy life and just smelled the roses? I know,
there aren’t any roses this time of year, it’s a metaphor, lighten up. Easter is upcoming, or possibly behind us, depends
when you are reading this. Did you rise early and look for
the treats the Easter Bunny left? Did you cook a ham, or a
leg of lamb? Did you phone someone you haven’t seen in a
while to let them know you still care?
Life is full of appointments and dates and scheduled events. When was the last time
you did something for you? Been a while hasn’t it? Why the hell not? What’s the matter? Feeling guilty you might want to do something for yourself? Guess what, it’s OK.
Take some time and read a book, watch the birds, or call an old friend.
You know what would be even better? Get out and visit an old friend. Make a trip to
another Chapter and see a bunch of old friends. You know what you’ll feel? “GOOD!”
Imagine that. Friends are the most important part of our organization. When you
joined I’m sure you had no idea that you would have so many friends. This goes beyond your local Chapter, District or even Region. You are across the country and you
see someone wearing their Chapter vest, you instinctively know you can walk right up
to them and immediately have a common bond. You know if you need help, advice,
directions or information, you are only a phone call away.
The best and most important part of our organization is our friends. To have one you
need to be one. It is a two way street, the more you put out the more you will receive.

It has been said, “A friend is someone who comes in when the whole world has gone
out”. My favorite is “A friend will bail you out of jail, A TRUE friend will be sitting next to
you, saying ‘WOW THAT WAS FUN’.”
SEE YOU IN THE CELL
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Rider Education
Jerry & Becky Stillwagon

I am very happy to announce that the
Rider Levels challenge has picked up
speed and as of last month the New
Mexico District has gathered 26 new
Level I members. At the moment Chapter “D” is leading by percentage but with
a little effort any Chapter can still take
the$150 prize. It does not cost you anything other than a “Comment” to ride safe and a couple of minutes to complete the
form. The New Mexico District will give you the patch and pin.
Last month I was proud to announce that the New Mexico District has two new Trike
Rider Course (TRC) instructors – Gary
Longhurst and Duane Morrison. At the
April Chapter “F” Gathering I was able to
present both Gary and Duane with Certificates from GWRRA National as University
Trainers, Rider Educator. The New Mexico
District provided GWRRA patches for
“Rider Education Instructors” and rockers
for “Rider Instructor” and “Seminar Presenter”.
There are still open spaces in both the New Mexico District rider courses scheduled
for the Albuquerque Area. The Advanced Riders Course will be May 2nd & 3rd and the
TRC will be held on May 16th & 17th. Check the New Mexico District web site for registration (www.gwrra-nm.org).
Now that it’s spring and almost summer, many of us asked to give family members or
others a ride on the motorcycle. Before I let a non GWRRA passenger (co-rider) onto
my bike I always give a small briefing. Sometimes, Becky, as a very experience corider, has assisted in the briefing.
I explain that I do not want to scare them while they are on the bike and I want to
make this an enjoyable experience.
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I tell them that I hope that they wave at all motorcyclists approaching from the opposite direction, all children they see in vehicles or on the side of the road, and anyone who waves at us.


I tell them that for safety reasons that must stay in the middle of the seat and don’t
lean. Adults may be able to look over my shoulder in the direction of the turn.


If we have intercom, I explain that I will tell them if I see railroad tracks or other
bumps in the road, so they can brace themselves to prevent jarring. I will also explain
that if I yell for them to “hold on” something is about to go wrong and I want to have
them get a firm grip on the seat handles.


If we don’t have intercom, I explain that I will tap their leg a couple of times as an
indication that I see railroad tracks or other bumps in the road so they can lift up to
prevent the jarring. I will also explain that if I hit their leg once firmly it’s an indication
to “hold on” that something is going wrong and I want them to have them get a firm
grip on the seat handles.


I will explain the getting “on” and getting “off” procedures. I explain the importance
of keeping their weight centered on the bike. That when we stop, they are to stay
seated in the seat until I stop the engine and tell them when I’m ready for them to dismount.


I explain that while we are moving they are to keep their feet on the footboards and
remind them that they are not tall enough to touch the ground. I explain that the engine guards are designed to protect their legs and feet in the event of an incident and
to keep their feet on those footboards so long as they are on my bike.


And finally, this is supposed to be fun. If they want to slow down or stop for any reason just let me know. If they don’t want to ride any farther we can call someone to
come and get them in a car.
Ride often and ride safe.
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Motor Awareness
Coordinators
Gene & Jeanie Wagner

Be aware of motorist awareness.

When I teach a class, I ask riders what motorist awareness means to them. Some
say watch out for cars, holes in the road, etc. The correct answer is, EVERYTHING
when you are on a motorcycle, driving your car, riding your bicycle or out walking. Look for trash, tumbleweeds, holes, cars, bicycles, walkers you name it. Over
the past couple of years, we have had riders who have crashed and received serious
injuries. When your feet hit the floor, you have got to be aware of everything that
can hurt you or kill you. When you are riding your bike EVERYTHING OUT THERE
CAN HURT YOU OR KILL YOU. Mostly everybody out there in their cars, trucks,
etc., do not see you. To them, you are not a danger. They look for anything that can
hurt them, and that is not you. So the object is to make people aware of
you. Display your bikes at malls, car shows, anywhere to draw their attention. Give
talks to elks clubs, lions, eagles, etc.

PROMOTE MOTOR AWARENESS WHERE EVERY YOU CAN.
They love to have you as a speaker. GWRRA has worked hard to assure your riding
safety by the training they make available for you. Take advantage of the brochures
you can pass out. Contact your CD or your safety educator.
RIDE SAFE!
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Leadership Training
Harry & Amy Jenkins

Why should I go to Conventions?
This question has been asked of me more
than once so I decided to put my answers to
paper.
1. Camaraderie - getting to meet other GWRRA members from your District, Region,
and the nation and if you’re real lucky some from other countries plus seeing old
friends just like a big reunion but with people you like.
2. Learning opportunities – The number of classes that are available. At most District
convention you will have Advanced Rider Course (ARC) Trike Rider Course
(TRC), First Aid/CPR, and a multitude of Rider Education Classes. At region you
will have these, plus Officer Certification Program (OCP), University Training Development Program (UTDP) and Leadership Training Program (LTP) Classes just
to name a few. At Wing Ding you will have these and more.

3. Bike and Light shows – you don’t have to enter to have fun watching and looking
at some great looking bikes and to see a great light show of what some of our
members have done with their bikes.
4. The ride to and from the convention
5. Venders from near and far with some Great Deals
6. Games, on bike games and some off bike games
7. Mascots viewing/saving (HINT)

8. Awards, Couple of the Year (COY), Individual of the Year (IOY) and Chapter of the
year just to name a few.
9. FUN FUN FUN FUN FUN FUN FUN FUN
FUN FUN FUN FUN FUN FUN FUN
This is only a short list but I hope this answers your question of “Why should I go to
Conventions?”
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Membership
Enhancement
Joe & Nancy Opuszenski

THE END OF AN ERA
The end of an era, at least for us, has arrived.
Nancy and I have decided to step down as
District MECs. This decision was made back in the fall of 2013 but we needed an
opportune time when a replacement MEC was in place and capable. DD Doug Pettigrew gave us the okay.
Barbara Cok is now in place and has proved very capable, so it is time. We had a
good run. We have been in an MEC / newsletter position since at least 2007
(computer records) but probably much earlier. We have Chapter F n W photos going
back to 2001 so it has been a very long time. I remember back then my “digital”
camera had storage for only 16 photos so every photo was treasured.
We are not going anyplace and will still be riding and participating. It is just that
there are too many things to do and not enough time to do them all well and still
have time for some fun in life.

Membership
Enhancement
Barb and Dan Cok

THE BEGINNING OF A NEW ERA

The beginning of a new era for Dan and I has
just begun. Dan and I have served as Chapter W MEC’s, Assistant Chapter Directors, Chapter Treasurer, and District COY. I am also a GW University Presenter.
When Joe and Nancy were thinking of stepping down, they asked us if we would be
interested in the position. After some thinking/talking about this job and its related
responsibilities, we took the plunge and said we would do it. We have some BIG
shoes to fill with an excellent example to follow. It is and will be an honor and a
pleasure to be able to serve the membership of the New Mexico District.
Thank you all for your encouragement and support.
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Newsletter Editor
Mark Davis

What, no photo? How can that be? Easy, I do my
best not to have my picture taken.
This month I have 2 challenges for all the members in
the District.
Challenge #1, provide a picture of me that I can use in the newsletter. Now, now, be
nice. This will be harder than you think! If I don’t get something appropriate and
mildly inappropriate at the same time, I’ll just have to use something else from my
archives.

That will be the harder of the 2 challenges.
Challenge #2, provide me a picture that you would like to see on the cover page of
the New Mexico District Newsletter. It can be an individual or group photo. Capture
the “it” moment from a chapter activity. Do you think you have a safety or motorist
awareness poster, send it to me! It just might be next month’s cover photo.
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SUMMER IS COMING!
(May 1, 2014 through May 31, 2014)

10% off any HJC Helmet*
*In stock or special order

20% off any tire**
**In stock or special order.
Includes free mounting and balancing
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LISTED BELOW ARE ALL THE CHAPTER GATHERING LOCATIONS AND TIMES

“A1”

“D”

“R”

El Paso

2nd Saturday

11:30am eat

“C”

Clovis

1st Saturday 6:30pm

Rudy's Country Store and BBQ

K-BOB'S Roadhouse & Grill

6401 S Desert Blvd

1600 Mabry Dr.

El Paso, TX

Clovis, NM

Farmington

2nd Saturday

9:00am

“F” Albuquerque

1st Saturday 7:30am Eat

Golden Corral

Golden Corral

1715 East Main St

2701 Coors Blvd, NW

Farmington, NM

Albuquerque, NM

Roswell

1st Saturday

Noon

“W”

Albuquerque

8:30am Meet

3rd Sunday 7:30am Eat

Feb 1, May 3, Aug 2, Nov 1

Golden Corral

Los Cerritos Restaurant

10415 Central Ave, NE

2103 N. Main St

Albuquerque, NM

8:10am Meet

Roswell, NM
Carlsbad
Mar 1, Jun 7, Sept 6, Dec 6
Best Western Steven’s Inn
1829 S Canal
Carlsbad, NM
Hobbs
Jan 4, Apr 5, Jul 5, Oct 4
Rancher Steakhouse
2022 N Turner
Hobbs, NM

11

12

13

14

15

Your Team - Proud to Serve
GWRRA Director

Region F Directors

Ray and Sandy Garris

Randal and Janet Drake

raygarris@gmail.com

hookdondiz@aol.com

GWRRA Deputy Director

ASSISTANT Region F Directors

Anita and JR Alkire

Keith and Teresa Morrison

jralkire@cox.net

morrison-gwrra@comcast.net

NM District Directors

District Membership Enhancement

Chapter C, Clovis

Doug & Chris Pettigrew

Barb & Dan Cok

Phil & MaryLou Johnston

chrisndougwrra@yahoo.com

barbara@lobo.net

pljohnston@suddenlink.net

Assistant District Directors

District Trainer

Chapter D, Farmington

Dave & Lisa Bachman

Harry & Amy Jenkins

Roy & Lil Davis

kenbarbieride@hotmail.com

hwjenkins2@comcast.net

roy_lil_davis@yahoo.com

District Educator

District IOY

Chapter F, Albuquerque

Jerry & Becky Stillwagon

Harry Jenkins

Russ (CB) Hall & Susan Maclellan

jwagon1@msn.com

hwjenkins2@comcast.net

hallnmacgwrra@yahoo.com

District Motor Awareness

District Goodie Store

Chapter R, Southeast NM

Gene & Jeanie Wagner

Doug & Chris Pettigrew

John & Judy Metts

wildone2@mac.com

chrisndougwrra@gmail.com

jcmetts@pvtn.net

District MFA Coordinator

District Webmaster

Chapter W, Albuquerque

Gail Reynolds

Tom Evans

Dave & Lisa Bachman

msdaisymae1943@aol.com

Evans@att.net

kenbarbieride@hotmail.com

District Treasurer

District Newsletter

Chapter A1, El Paso

Jeanie Wagner

Mark Davis

Tom & Lisa Evans

wildone2@me.com

madavis@nuail.com

Evans@att.net
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