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District Directors
Keith & Teresa Morrison
We have had a busy time since our District
Convention in September. Shortly after our
Convention, a bunch of District people headed
to the Arizona District Convention.
Garry and Kerry Woo, the Arizona District
Directors and their Team did an awesome job
even if Garry did not let his District cut his hair!
We did not think they would ever run out of
prizes to give away. I think they said Dot and
Ducky collected eight set of tires to give away!
We attended a Region Staff Meeting while we
were in Arizona. There are some things
changing in GWRRA in the near future. A lot
of it is behind the scenes, so most will not
notice. The one thing that will be noticeable is
that treasurers and Membership Enhancement
will be Officers beginning January 1, 2011. We
will keep you posted on the changes as they
are sent to us.
Rick Howell put on an Advanced Rider Course
for us this month. We had four bikes and five
folks there. We rode two-up for the first time.
Teresa still does not like the leaning…;))) Rick
also planned a Trike Rider Course, but no one

showed up. Rick is planning on putting both of
the courses on again in the spring time. As
soon as he lets us know the date we will get
the word out. Thanks Rick for all you do for
our Rider Education Program!!!
Have you seen a Joe O e-mail lately? Wonder
what the ATGATT stands for? Ask him and we
are sure he will be more than willing to explain.
Hey, did you here where are Convention is for
next year? If you haven’t heard, we are going
to…ut oh…cranial methane moment…don’t
you hate it when that happens…..
Till next month...keep smilin’...;)))
Moving Forward and Having Fun!!!
Here's to good friends, good times, & Gold
Wings!!!

Keith & Teresa
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Assistant District Directors
Doug & Chris Pettigrew

Hi,
How are you? It was great to see you again at
the District Convention. Hope we see each
other again at Wing Ding. We sure enjoyed it
this year though it was a little warm.

Did you know that half way home this year I did
something I never thought I would do; I took off
my helmet. It was so hot, I just had to, but I
was sure shocked when I found out that by
doing that I got much hotter, so I put it back on,
and I will never do that again.

I came home and told my son about it (he’s a
cop). Then he started telling me some awful
stories. These were all people that said it won't
hurt to go without it once, or we aren't going
that far, or it won’t happen to me.

In one accident the biker hit the curb and his
brains were on the pavement. A Soldier was
riding back from Vegas after just getting
married. He flew into the grass, she flew into
another car, neither had helmets. He's a
widower after 2 days of being happily married.
There are so many more stories.

I was in an accident about 9 years ago, Doug’s
ribs took out the windshield, I flew over him
and slide down into a gravel bar ditch. My full
faced helmet cover was ruined. It was scraped
so bad I could barely see out of it, but my face
was fine.

I had another friend call 911 when her husband
and she went down; they were not wearing any
protective gear. She just had her neck fused.
The Hospital had to sew his face back on.
There are so many more stories like this.

Please I love you, don't be stupid. Ride like
you are going to go down. I promise that
helmet will never leave my head again when
we are riding. Can you promise me that?

Love,
Chris

Doug & Chris
I was shocked to see you riding without your
helmet at Wing Ding. I don't want to lose you.
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Couple of the Year Coordinators
Joe & Nancy O
New NM District Couple of the Year (COY)

As you have probably heard, the District has a
new 2010-2011 Couple of the Year, Ralph and
Robynn French of Chapter W. The District
Couple of the Year selection process took
place at the recent District Convention in Las
Vegas, NM. Even though there is a GWRRA
Couple of the Year guide that spells out the
process for all involved, there is still plenty of
mystery to unnerve the best of candidates:
who are the judges, what is expected of us,
what questions will be asked, is my knowledge
of GWRRA deep enough, and so forth? The
days leading up to the selection process are
filled with apprehension for the first-time
candidates.
I know when Nancy and I
prepared for the selection process we must
have gone through our 5-minute oral
presentation 40 or 50 times tweaking it each
time. We did it again one hour before we gave
the presentation.
While this may sound
daunting to the un-initiated this is what one
remembers fondly, the race to the finish.
We have no doubt Ralph and Robynn
experienced this same anxiety, but they came
through like the top-notch Couple of the Year
that they are. Of course, their performance

during the selection process was only a followon to what got them there in the first place, the
contributions they made and continue to make
to Chapter W. The District is honored to have
them both as our Couple of the Year and join a
select group that has gone before. Ralph and
Robynn will next go on to the Region F
selection process. When you run into Ralph
and Robynn make sure you congratulate them
on their achievement.
Who in YOUR Chapter is deserving of the
honor? For the most part all Chapters have
someone who comes to mind as being
enthusiastic and giving that “extra” to Chapter
operations. These are the folks that you
should be recognizing, rewarding and
honoring. The Couple of the Year program has
changed over the years and “Couple of the
Year responsibilities” are nowhere as required
as they once were. Today’s Couple of the
Year are expected to be as they are and to
have fun. If you have that special couple, or
individual, in your Chapter, how about you
recognize them for their dedication to your
Chapter.
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MEDIC First Aid Coordinator
Gail Reynolds

First Aid
Keep a well-stocked
emergencies

first

aid

kit

for

Having first aid training and supplies on hand
can help prepare you in case of an emergency.
It can also help you feel calm when minor
issues arise, such as a sunburn or scrape,
because you can cleanse and dress the wound
quickly. Being prepared with lots of first aid
supplies can come in handy when a smaller
medical emergency presents itself.
Types of First Aid Products
First aid products are items you can purchase
at your local pharmacy to help in a time of
need. Items such as bandages, gauze,
thermometers, solar blankets, medical tape, ice
packs, antiseptic ointment, aloe vera gel,
ibuprofen, acetaminophen and antibiotic cream
are all useful items many situations, from
tending to a child's small scrape to
administering quick, initial aid in an emergency.
You can even purchase first aid kits and keep
them in various places in the home where they
will be easily accessed; you wouldn't want to
accidently forget an item that could be helpful.
First aid for kids is very similar to the first aid
for adults, with the exception of some
medications. If there are unsafe items for
children in your first aid kit, make sure that they
are clearly labeled.

they are needed. The technicians in these
stations will be educated in the ways to
stabilize a patient before emergency services
gets there. These stations are placed in areas
that are not only easily accessible, but are also
easy to exit in case a patient needs to be
immediately transported to a hospital. If the
patient ends up needing only minor assistance,
then they can leave after they get what they
need, whether that's just a couple of bandages
or a simple analgesic for a headache.
First aid is, as the name suggests, the first step
when an injury occurs. Sometimes for minor
injuries this is the only care needed, but if the
injury is more serious, you should take the
patient to a doctor's office or even a hospital.
CPR/ First Aid training is one of the tools that
GWRRA provides us as Members at little cost
and time. Please think about completing your
circle and by contacting me by phone (915549-3287)
or
the
internet
(msdaisymae1943@aol.com) so we can get
you “Riding for Friendship, Knowledge and
Safety”.

A first aid station is a place where a patient can
receive immediate care for an injury while
waiting for emergency personnel to arrive, if
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Chapter of the Year Coordinators
Jimm & Pam White

Your Chapter
Could be New Mexico District 2010 Chapter of the Year!
"Borrowed" from AZ
Do you realize “2010 New Mexico District Chapter of the Year” is really the best kept secret in
GWRRA!
Most all Chapters in the New Mexico District can and should take the time to review what all your
Chapters are doing at the present in the year 2010.
You would realize your Chapter could be the 2010 New Mexico District Chapter of the Year!
It is easy…Just record what, when, where and how your Chapters are doing and you would be
amazed just how outstanding your Chapter is!
This applies to all Chapters big or small, all Chapters in the New Mexico District are on equal ground
in this District/Region/National program!
Can your Chapter be this year’s New Mexico District Chapter of the Year?

YES!
Your Chapter needs to make this happen!

NOW!
May we help, at no cost to you or your Chapter?
Call or e-mail us :
Call: 505-896-3879 or 505-803-0088
Email: choy.coordinators@gwrra-nm.org
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ET’s New Home
By Becky Brown NM-R

Well the chocolate feast, some call it
Halloween, is finally over. Time to bring on the
Turkey!

say that George is not too happy with Becky for
creating this new rule is an understatement,
but at least ET is very happy.

After our last gathering in Roswell, a new rule
was created in Chapter R. The Couple of the
Year is now responsible for taking care of our
Chapter mascot.

He isn’t alone in the new room though. The
day after our gatheringing in Roswell, Jim and
Pauline Richards visited Chapter C and
brought Baby Cici back home to ET. He has
had a very big smile on his face ever since.

When our Couple of the Year, George and
Priscilla McCarty, took ET home from our
gathering, Priscilla decided that ET had been
so good over the past year, that he deserved a
remodeled room to live in.

We have told ET that we will start planning to
bring his other “friends” back to him as soon as
possible. So to all Chapters in our District……
Chapter R raiders are ready to ride again!

The McCarty’s have provided ET with new
windows, entry door, paint and furniture. To

Albuquerque Twinkle Light Parade
By Brian Earle NM-W

I have registered the New Mexico District for
the parade entry again this year.
The parade is December 4th at 5:30 pm.
Lineup will begin at 3, arrive no later than 4:30.
Location will be downtown, more exact in a
couple of weeks.

Please call me (Brian) at 505-604-2613 if
interested in riding, or for more information.
The theme this year is "Lights of New Mexico"!
All are welcome to join in the fun and put a
smile on kids of all ages faces.
Thanks and safe riding!
Brian Earle bearle2448@aol.com
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Glad You Asked!
By John Simonick

Q. I noticed that in the Chapter M's
newsletter that all the events were for
everyone, except for the Christmas party
which is only for GWRRA Members only.
Why? Which events are only for Members
of GWRRA, and which ones are not, and
why is that?
A. GWRRA is an association that people join
to share in the fun, events, rides, and in
general fraternize with other people that have
similar interests, typically associated with
motorcycling. Chapters are a functional unit
and a part of the Association that provides the
Fun, Safety, and Knowledge as well as the
plethora of Member benefits, to its Members.
The key here is that Chapters and the activities
of Chapters are intended for GWRRA
Members. It is common for guests to join us at
Chapter Gatherings and on rides. We are open
to letting guests share in the fun so that they
can determine if GWRRA is an association that
they would like to be a part of. If a guest
returns again and again, it demonstrates that
they are enjoying the people and activities, and
it is fair to expect them to join GWRRA so that
they can continue to participate.
If they do not want to join GWRRA, it is not fair
to the paying Members to let them continue to
participate in the fun and bear none of the
responsibility and cost. Those that want to
continue to participate after 3 Chapter
Gatherings or events and will not join the
Association are essentially ―mooching‖ off of
the rest of us. These individuals are referred to
as ―phantom members‖ and this problem
needs to be addressed. This is a challenge of
all Chapter Directors – to welcome
visitors/guests, and also discourage continued
participation if they don’t join the Association.

Is it fair to expect phantom members to join
GWRRA? Can we expect to join any club
without paying dues, or can we expect to join a
bowling league and not pay the weekly fees?
Of course not, so why would we expect to
participate in a GWRRA Chapter without being
a GWRRA Member? And the costs are really
not prohibitive. For Goldwing and Valkyrie
owners (full Membership), the cost of an
individual Membership is $45 per year. An
Associate Membership costs $50 per year.
Any individual Membership fee is under $1 per
week! Add $10 more and a family Membership
can be had to include all family members living
in your household. There is no excuse for
someone that wants to participate not to join
GWRRA.
Regarding the Christmas Party event listing
that stated it was for GWRRA Members only, it
can be said that GWRRA folks are typically
very nice, even too nice.
We welcome
everyone, and don’t always address the issue
of phantom members. There are times where
a GWRRA Chapter pays for, or subsidizes a
meal, ice cream, or something else associated
with an event. The money being used belongs
to the Chapter, and is intended to be used for
Chapter purposes.
Providing monetary
benefits (i.e., freebies) to non-members, or
letting non-members participate for free is not
fair to the GWRRA Members that exerted the
effort to raise that money and organize the
event. So if we know we have phantom
members, there are times that we simply have
to come out and state, ―for Members only.‖
Our hope is that the phantom members will
decide to join (or re-join) GWRRA, but if not,
we want to ensure that the GWRRA Members
receive the special treatment and benefits they
deserve.
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“Pay It Forward” Was All They Asked
On May 28 of this year I,
Tom Picard, and my wife, Ann,
headed to our niece’s wedding
in Clarendon, Texas (60 miles
east of Amarillo) from Tucson,
Arizona. It was 895 miles, and
we got there safe and sound
with no problems.
This was our first long
trip on our 2003 Gold Wing
with a Starlight 19 trailer, and
I had checked and doublechecked everything to ensure
there were no problems.
The Sunday morning
after the wedding, we left
Texas and headed back to Tucson. To break up the trip a little, we had
plans to stop in Ruidoso, New Mexcio. But when we got about 20
miles outside of Roswell, New Mexico, we started to feel some
vibration coming from the rear end of the bike. So I slowed it down
a little and limped it into Roswell.
There, I pulled into a gas station to fill up with gas and to check
out the vibration. I checked the air pressure and found it to be 9 psi
low, so I topped it off. I discovered, however, that was not the cause
of the vibration. So we got a room at the Best Western and put the
bike on the center stand.
Upon inspecting it closer, I found a nasty bulge on the left sidewall of the rear tire. My daughter’s family was following me in a car,
so we right away went looking for a motorcycle shop to find out about
getting a tire. But as you know, that Monday was the 31st of May—
Memorial Day—and all the shops were closed until Tuesday. (And
believe me, as a military man myself, I know the importance of honoring our troops that have fallen for our freedoms.)
My Dad, who is also a Wing rider, had told me about GWRRA
and had given me some of his older books. Well, out of one of his
Gold Books, I found the name Jim Richards and his phone number, so
I gave him a call.
Jim informed me that he would see what he could find. About 10
minutes later, he called back and told me he had a few irons in the fire
and was waiting to hear back. But wouldn’t you know that, about this
same time, my cell phone went dead and I had to charge it. In the meantime, I decided to take the kids across the street to get some food in
them. While waiting for the order to be filled, I went back to the room
to get my phone.
When I came back out of the room, lo and behold, there were Jim
and Pauline Richards waiting for me! Not only that, but they had the
solution to my problem. They had found a rear wheel with a tire mount22

ed on it, and they said that it had
about 2-3,000 miles of life
left on it. Jim said it belonged
to a gentleman named Henry
Grimm and that he would just
swap the wheels with me so that
I could get down the road.
Wow, I was amazed. We
set up a time to meet in the
morning to go get the wheel so
that I could change it out then.
(We could have done it that
evening, in fact, but I had the
family across the street eating
and it was getting dark.
However, I did not want to be
trying to do it in the dark; I
wanted to ensure we got it done right with a fresh mind it the morning.)
Like clockwork with military precision, Jim was at my room at
6:30 a.m. to pick me up to see Mr. Grimm. We got to Henry Grimm’s
place and got the tire down and aired it up. This tire was in great shape—
definitely better than I could have ever imagined. Then he even loaned
me the socket, extension, ratchet, and cheater bar to take off the wheel.
I tried to give him some money, but Henry refused and just told me to
“Pay it forward”.
Jim and I loaded the items in the truck and off to the motel we
went. We had a great conversation during the ride, and I told him I was
going to lay the Wing on its side and pull the wheel out of the bottom (I
had looked it up on the Internet, and it looked really simple to do).
Jim seemed really interested to help with the wheel/tire change,
and it all went really smoothly. We had the bike back up on the center
stand in no time. Again, I tried to give him something for his troubles,
but he never accepted more than a handshake and asked me to “Pay it
forward”.
I told my wife about how helpful they were and how they extended
their arms to me. She said, “Tom, you would have done the same. You
are always helping others out and refusing compensation from others.”
These people from the Roswell New Mexico Chapter went over and
above in the time of my need for help. I would like to say a big “Thank
You” to them. Also, I’d like to let them know that I am glad to “Pay it forward” and that “It makes me a little prouder to be an American knowing
that there are people like you out there”. Thanks again!
Thomas V. Picard, WL-10, DAF
Fabrication Branch MXDPCA / 309th AMARG
DMAFB AZ 85707 ●

Wing World

New Mexico Nation Guard
Family Readiness Program Support Run
By Russell Shupe NM-F

Chapter F after Chapter meeting ride! Saturday December 4, 2010!
GWRRA NEW MEXICO CHAPTER F AND
Charlie- Company, 1st Battalion, 171st Aviation Regiment
DECEMBER 4, 2010 – FAMILY READINESS PROGRAM RUN!!!
OPEN TO ALL CHAPTERS – ALL RIDERS!!!
In support of the men and women who make it possible for us to enjoy this great land, New Mexico
Chapter F will be conducting a Charity Run to NM National Guard Aviation Battalion in Santa Fe!
The run will take place as the Chapter F after-chapter meeting ride on Saturday December 4th!
LAST YEAR WE DONATED OVER $1,000! LET’S BEAT THAT THIS YEAR!!!
This run is in support of Guard members who are stationed far away from their families during the
holidays as well as their local families who sacrifice so much for us.
Each participating bike is asked to DONATE a minimum of
one (1) TWENTY dollar ($20.00) WAL-MART GIFT CARD.
WAL-MART GIFT CARDS ONLY PLEASE!
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This way the Family Readiness Program can distribute to needy families who can get what they really
need at this time of year. Toys for the kids, diapers, clothes, groceries, prescriptions,
items for deployed guard members, eye exams & eye glasses, etc.
We will ride to Santa Fe to make our donations and we will then be given a briefing on the mission of
the 171st and a tour of their facilities!
THIS IS A RAIN OR SHINE EVENT!!!
This is a high security run and Russell & Valerie will need a firm R.S.V.P. as to your participation!
We have to provide the base a list of the Riders and Co-Riders as well as the number of bikes
participating in advance.
CUT-OFF DATE FOR RSVPs IS SUNDAY NOV 28!
SEE BELOW R.S.V.P. FORM
For base security reasons, respectfully, last minute Rider & Co-rider add-ons will not be permitted!
QUESTIONS AND/OR R.S.V.P.
TO RUSSELL & VALERIE SHUPE
GL1100A@AOL.COM or 505-980-9326
Please note ride & base requirements:
 We will be riding into a high security area.
 Cameras will be permitted. There will be photo opps.
 Visitors however will need to ask for permission before taking any photos due to the classified
nature of the area.
 For admission to the base – the base requires:
1. Appropriate riding attire (normal GWRRA riding attire).
2. Each bike must have at least one fluorescent garment, jacket or vest. If you have a
fluorescent riding jacket - it will work. If you do not have something that meets this description
you will need to go get a riding vest or jacket. ORANGE HUNTER’S VESTS ARE AVAILABLE
AT WALMART, FOR $1.00 - $4.00. This is a requirement to get on base!
R.S.V.P. FORM
(Don’t sweat the form – call or e-mail us the info!)
CUT-OFF DATE IS SUNDAY NOVEMBER 29!!!
RIDER_______________________________________________
CO-RIDER___________________________________________
BIKE TYPE__________________________________________
LICENSE PLATE___________________ State___________
R.S.V.P. TO RUSSELL & VALERIE SHUPE TODAY!
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November 2010
Sun

Mon

Tue
1

Wed
2

Thu
3

Fri
4

Sat
5

6
NM-F Meeting
NM-R Roswell

7

8

9

10

11

12

NM-TX1A
Meeting

14

15

16

17

13
NM-D Meeting

18

19

20
NM-T Meeting

21

22

23

28

29

30

24

25

26

27

NM-W
Meeting
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December 2010
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu
1

Fri
2

Sat
3

4
NM-F Meeting
NM-R Roswell

5

6

7

8

9

10

NM-TX1A
Meeting

12

13

14

15

11
NM-D Meeting

16

17

18
NM-T Meeting

19

20

21

22

23

24

26

27

28

29

30

31

25

NM-W
Meeting

You'll get more great calendars (and this notice disappears) with CalendarsThatWork.com Full Access.
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LISTED BELOW ARE ALL THE CHAPTER GATHERING LOCATIONS AND TIMES

“C”

Clovis
Smokin' Skillet
2018 Mabry Drive
Clovis, NM

1st Sunday

8:00 am

“D”

Farmington
Golden Corral
1715 East Main St
Farmington, NM

“F”

Albuquerque
Golden Corral
2701 Coors Blvd, NW
Albuquerque, NM

1st Saturday

7:30am Eat
8:30am Meet

“R”

“T”

Las Cruces
Furrs Fresh Buffet
2340 E Griggs Ave
Las Cruces, NM

3rd Saturday

9:00am

“1A”

El Paso
Lunch Box
667 N. Carolina Dr
El Paso, TX

2nd Thursday

7:00pm

Roswell
1st Saturday
October 2
Golden Corral
2624 North Main
Roswell, NM
Carlsbad
November
Best Western Steven’s Inn
1829 S Canal
Carlsbad, NM
Hobbs
September 4, December 4,
Rancher Steakhouse
2022 N Turner
Hobbs, NM
Queen
August 7 - Annual BBQ

“W”

Albuquerque
3rd Sunday
Golden Corral
10415 Central Ave, NE
Albuquerque, NM

2nd Saturday

9:00am

Noon

8:00am Meet

Your Team - Proud to Serve
Region F Directors
Anita & JR Alkire
jralkire@cox.net

District COY/IOY Coordinators
Joe & Nancy Opuszenski
coy.coordinator@gwrra-nm.org

Chapter NM-C, Clovis
Doug & Chris Pettigrew
cd.chapterc@gwrra-nm.org

NM District Directors
Keith & Teresa Morrison
505-922-9250
district.director@gwrra-nm.org

Region F COY
Keith & Teresa Morrison
Morrison-gwrra@comcast.net

Chapter NM-D, Farmington
Roy & Lil Davis
cd.chapterd@gwrra-nm.org

Assistant District Directors
Doug & Chris Pettigrew
add@gwrra-nm.org

District COY
Ralph & Robynn French
coy@gwrra-nm.org

Chapter NM-F, Albuquerque
Jimm & Pam White
cd.chapterf@gwrra-nm.org
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District Rider Educator
Vacant

District Special Events
Coordinator
Vacant

Chapter NM-R, Southeast NM
Bill & Becky Brown
cd.chapterr@gwrra-nm.org

District Assistant Rider Educator District MFA Coordinator
Lou & Debby Sarabia
Gail Reynolds
asstrider.ed@gwrra-nm.org
mfa@gwrra-nm.org

Chapter NM-T, Las Cruces
Lou & Debbi Sarabia
cd.chaptert@gwrra-nm.org

District Treasurer
Lisa Bachman
treasurer@gwrra-nm.org

District CHoY Coordinators
Jimm & Pam White
choy.coordinators@gwrranm.org

Chapter NM-TX1A, El Paso
Jim & Estela Brucker
cd.chapter1a@gwrra-nm.org

District Membership
Enhancement
Joe & Nancy Opuszenski
med@gwrra-nm.org

District Goodie Store
Keith & Teresa Morrison
goodie.store@gwrra-nm.org

Chapter NM-W, Albuquerque
Brian & Michelle Leist
cd.chapterw@gwrra-nm.org

District LTD Instructor
Vacant

District Webmaster
Keith & Teresa Morrison
web.master@gwrra-nm.org

Exhaust System with a Nice, Racy Noise?
From November 2010 Wing World Magazine
Stu, I am a recent Gold Wing convert. For the
last ten years, I have ridden a Kawasaki
Nomad with Vance & Hines pipes. I bought an
’03 Gold Wing with Motor Trike conversion last
weekend, and I’m thrilled with it.
The one thing I really miss, though, is the
noise. I know that my 1800 Wing will never
sound like a V-twin with pipes, but I’m
interested in installing an exhaust system that
makes some nice racy noise. Can you give me
some tips in that direction? Thanks for the
help.
George McCarty
GWRRA #293738-1
Carlsbad, NM

George, the GL1800 isn’t ―that kind of girl‖. All
of the aftermarket pipes available that I’m
aware of have a slightly throatier sound, but
none make the kind of noise I think you’re
looking for. Even so, consider this—that V-twin
sound may sound good to some. But a flat six
with a basically unmuffled exhaust just sounds
like a car with a rusted out muffler. Not very
sexy, just loud, and with an annoying drone.
You’ll be chugging Excedrin like gumdrops if
you take a long trip. Add to that the fact that
reduced exhaust backpressure could affect
drivability or even cause engine damage. Stu
November 2010

Wing World
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